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HOW TO FINISH THE SEATS 


Seats of honykony grass, smooth rope and plastic clothesline need no finish 
to protect them. Apply a clear furniture sealer or shellac to rope seats, if they 


feel scratchy, and to seats of wool tie twine so they will roughen and soil less 


quickly. Two or three thin coats usually are desirable; apply on the underside 


as well as the top. Be sure cach coat ts thoroughly dry before you apply the 
next, or use the chat 

All of these seats can be cleaned with water or with mild soap suds. Use a 
damp cloth or a soft brush; avoid using so much water that you soften the 
weaving material. Rinse and dry quickly and thoroughly, preferably out of 


doors, in a breeze 
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Hongkong grass, 


Rope & Twine 
SEATS FOR CHAIRS 


Ruth B. Comstock 


You can weave attractive, inexpensive Chair seats with Hongkong grass, rope 
or twine. In a few hours, with simple equipment, a discarded piece of furniture 


can be brought back to use 


SELECT THE CHAIR 


Select a chair which ts sturdy and simple in line and design. Seat rails must 
be round, or deep and flat, so that you can wind around them. If rails are 
about the same length, and straight rather than noticeably curved, strands of 
grass and rope stay in place. Strands slip if side rails slant so that the front rail 


is more than 3 inches wider than the back 


SELECT THE WEAVING MATERIAL 


Choose one of several materials to weave the seat 


Hongkong grass 

Hongkong grass is hand twisted, and looks like rope except strands vary 
slightly in width. Grass seats have interesting texture and can be woven on 
round rails, in a variety of designs. Grass 1s not as smooth to weave or sit on as 
real or fiber rush 

You can buy Hongkong grass at chair seating and craftsman’s supply houses, 


and from certain mail order firms 


Rope 


Rope is smooth. firmly twisted, and does not stretch. Use off-white sisal or 


hemp (pret rably 4-ply), 4-thre ad manilla trawl twine, nylon yacht cord, Vene 


tian blind cord (about size 6), or sash cord (about size 4). All of these can be 
woven on round seat rails 
You can buy these materials at rope and cordage Sut ply houses, marine suf 


ply houses, hardware stores, and lumberyards 
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Plastic clothesline 


Plastic clothesline is one of the least expensive and easiest materials to us¢ 
Choose the kind with a wire center so it will not stretch easily; use on round 


seat rails only 


Wool tie twine 
Wool tic twine ts an inexpensive twisted paper similar to fiber rush, which 
can be used on chairs with wide seat rails. Such ratls support the twine and 


help make the seat strong 


PREPARE THE CHAIR 


Bevel rails with a wood rasp or coarse sandpaper so rough or sharp edges will 
not cut the weaving material 

Remodel and reglue the chair, if necessary. If the old finish ts worn, remove 
it and refinish or paint the chair. Be sure the finish 1s thoroughly dry before 
you start to weave the seat 


Place masking tape around the posts to protect the finish while you weave 


HOW TO WEAVE HONGKONG GRASS 


Equipment you need 

Hongkong grass, about 2 pounds for a seat 14 inches across the front; usually 
sold in full hanks only, of 3-5 pounds 

Upholsterer’s tacks, No. 8, 4 per chair 

Pack hammer 

Shears 

Heddle, a weaving aid which holds the grass. It ts made of corrugated paper, 
about 12 inches long and 6 inches wide, cut the long way of the corrugation ; 
or, piece of shingle, same size as above 

Soft string to tie the hank, about | yard 

Strong thread, such as carpet thre ad, about | yard 

Penal 

Ruler or steel rule 

Fongue depressors, about 18, or 2 thin, narrow pliable sticks, like yardsticks, 
each about 18 inches long, to use in planning the design. 

Screw driver, block or stick of soft wood, meat skewer, or similar strong tool 


to push strands toge ther 


Mark the chair 
Measure between front posts, and with a pencil mark the center of the front 


rail and the center of the back rail 
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Prepare the grass 

Make a heddle of the corrugated 
paper, as shown in drawing. Cut a 
slit (A) to hold the end of grass. 
Tape the corners so they will not 
break 

Turn the hank of grass inside out, 
so it will tangle less when you pull 
the end. Place the hank over the back 
of a chair, and wind off about 40 


yards on the heddle 


To make the grass pliable enough to weave, moisten it by sprinkling it with 


warm water or by dipping the heddle in a pan of warm water until all the grass 


is wet but the cardboard ts still firm. 


Grass is wrapped around the rails from back to front and woven side to side, 


making a double seat 


WARPING (Wrapping grass around back and front rails) 
Work from left to right, as you face the chair. 
Fasten the end of grass to the back rail, near the left post as follows: 


Drive 2 tacks part way in on the inside of the rail, as near the bottom as 


possible and with just enough space 
for only 2 strands of grass between 


the nails 


Make a loop about 6 inches long 
ind place the two parallel ends 


between the tacks 


Bring the loop toward the ends and 
around the outside of the tacks 
(figure |) 

Pull the ends to tighten the fasten 
ing and pound the tacks to hold it 


securely 


*Wind the strand over and under 
the back rail. Bring it across the 
underside of the seat, under the 
front rail and then wind around the 
rail. Pull the strand taut but be care- 
ful not to break or weaken it (figure 


2). 
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Bring the strand over the rail and across the top of the seat, then over 
and under the back rail. Continue the strand on the underside of the seat 
to the front, wind under and over the rail. Then wind under and over the 
same rail again and bring the strand to the back rail.* 

This completes one repeat Because the front is ider than the back, the 
ront 1s filled by winding around the rail between eac/ cross strand. At the back 


uls will be wound between fue cross strands, rather than between each strand 


Atte each repeat pull carctully to tighten the pras Use a screw drive 
or other firm tool to force strands close together. Keep the knots and weaving 


flat. however Figure 4 shows one re peat and Starting the next 


Continue wrapping, beginning the next repeat at the asterisk (page 5) 


If strands begin to wear or break 


wrap them in masking tape (figure 
i). Remove this later, if it shows 

At the center of the seat, strands 
should be straight from back to front 
(figure 5). They may be apart 
slightly on the back rail but forced 
toyether on the front rail 

When the opening becomes too 
small to force the heddle through 
wind the grass over your arm and 
hand to make a long loop, as you 


wind yarn. Leave a yard or more of 


the strand to work with and tie string 


around the rest of the loop and the 


a el end so the grass will tangle less 
Wrap the right front corner as you 
did the left, that ts, under and over 
the rail lo yet ready to weave side 
to side, pull this strand under and 


then over the right side rail. Fasten 


temporarily with a clamp Clothespin 


(figure 6 
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WEAVING 
(from side rail to side rail) 

Use tongue depressors or 2 thin 
design 
this 


pliable sticks to plan 


Count the number of warpers ; 


chair, which is 134 inches between 
front posts and 11 inches between 
back posts, has 40 warpers. Plan a 


pattern to fit the chair; use an even 
number of strands, rather than an odd 
number, if 


possible For example, 


weaving might be in units of 4, with 
the pairs of warpers together (figure 
7) 

A larger mesh can be used for a 


larger seat. The chair in figure 8 has 


iS strands, A sug ge sted design 1S 


11-3-12-3-11-4 (total 48). This de 
sign is the same on the two sides and 
also cach side of the center but all 
pairs are not together which makes the 


Also 


mesh may 


design more difficult to follow 


strands in such an open 
catch or pull as the seat is used (sec 
also figure 17) 

The mesh chosen for the seat illus 
trated which has 40 warpers, in units 
over 4, under 1s 


Release the 


enough yrass tO Weave 


ot 4 casy to 


weave ( lothespin and 


Using 


across 


only warping strands on top of the 


scat, weave across from side to side 


and hold the strand ove r the side rail 
Bring this strand to the front as far as 
the posts allow (figure 9) 

Turn the chair over and weave from 


side to side using only the strands on 


the underside of the seat. Follow the 


same design; that is, weave under and 


over the same strands as you did on 


the top. Since you wove under the 


ANT 
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{ strands as you finished the left end 
of the row on top, weave under 
those strands as you start across on 


the bottom of the seat (figure 10) 


weaving under 4, over 4, across the 
row and again over the rail. Continue 


in the same way until you have 4 


strands across the top of the seat, fin 
ishing on the left side rail. (On this 


chair. 11 units of 4 strands fill side 


rails. This number would vary as the 
length of rails varies Wind twice 
around that rail. Turn the chair over 


and weave across the bottom to com 


plete the fourth row underneath. 


Turn the chair right side up and wind 
twice around the right side rail and 


bring the strand to the top. 


For the next 4 weavers, reverse the 


design, first under 4, then over 4, et 


é 


Winding twice around rails between 
each group of 4 weavers, helps to 


kee p cross rows straight. 


When you need more grass, pre 
pare enough to finish weaving the 
seat. Tie the ends together, with a 
square knot, on the under side of the 
seat (figure 11A). Hold the ends by 
wrapping with strong thread (figure 
11B). 


Continue weaving, pushing strands 


tovether on the rails (figure 12) 
When you reach the back posts, the 


design is complete (figure 13) 
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To end weaving,- weave across the 
under side (figure 14). Allowing 
about 4 inches, cut the strand, and 
tuck the end in_ the pocket between 
the top and bottom of the seat. With 
strong thread tie square knots to 
secure this strand to nearby warpers 
(figure 15). The fastening 1s incon 
spicuous. 

The completed chair ts shown in 


figure 16 


Other designs 

In the chair shown in figure 17, 
warping is the same as for the pre 
vious chair. The weaving design 1s 
i-9-3-10-3-9-4. In these seats only 
warpers on top are used in weaving; 
the underside is not woven (figure 
18). This method 1s quicke r but some 
what less sturdy than weaving both 
sides 

A variety of other designs can be 
chosen. The most satisfactory are bal 
anced on each half of the seat, with 
the mesh close enough so strands will 
not pull or catch as you use the chair. 

Hongkong grass also may be woven 


like rope See page 15 
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HOW TO WEAVE ROPE 


Equipment you need 

Rope or twine, usually available in 5 Ib balls; about 14 Ib. for a chair 16 inches 
across the front, 2 Ibs. for a larger chair 

Stapler gun with 16 inch staples. You probably can rent or borrow a stapler 
gun from a lumberyard or a store which does upholstery work 
or, one dozen upholstery tacks, No. 8, and tack hammer 

Cardboard, about 18 inches long and 6 inches wide 

Awl 

Pliers, long-nosed 

Glue —a white glue that dries clear for ends of rope 

Masking tape 

Other supplies as listed for Hongkong grass, except only 2 or 3 tongue depres 


are nce ded 


Prepare the chair 

Square the center opening: using a carpenter's square, Cut a cardboard pattern 
of a size that will fit within the chair rails. Fit this close against back posts, 
parallel with the back rail. A cardboard, such as the back of a tablet, helps to 
support the square (figure 19) Make two marks on the front rail correspond 
ing to the length between the back rails. Distances from the marks to the front 
corner posts may not be the same on each side of the chair, if side rails slant at 
different angles. Place masking tape around the posts, near the rails, to protect 


the finish 


Prepare the rope 

Pull the end of rope from the inside of the ball. Measure and cut off about 
10 yards, winding it on a heddle as in figure 2. Or wind it over your hand and 
arm in a hank about 12 inches long, as you would wind yarn. Leave about | 
yard to work with and tie the hank with string 

Fasten the end to the inside of the left side rail with a stapler gun. Fasten 


) 


in or 3 places (figure 20). Or use 2 tacks, as for Hongkong grass. Staples 


show less than tacks; they can be hammered in: if necessary 
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WARPING ( wrapping rope around back and front rails ) 

Strands are knotted cach time around the rails 

From the side fastening, bring the cord over and under the back rail, up in 
the seat to the left of the cord over the rail. Cross over this cord, holding the 
crossing with your left hand. Weave under and over the back rail and bring 
the heddle down through the loop. Draw the knot tight. All knots are inside 
the seat opening, ends of rope are parallel and under the cross strands. For 
cach knot, two cords are wound around the rail. The inset in figure 21 show 
the detail of the knot and figure 21 shows the knot drawn tight on the back rail 

Bring the first strand from the back to the mark on the front rail, holding tt 
firmly but not tightly. Corners are filled in later. Knot around the front rail 
(figure 21). Knot again at the back (figure 22 ) 

Continue around each rail until the center square ts filled. The back rail 
hould be covered. Knots should be snug, but not tight. If forced together too 
tightly they will bunch rather than le smoothly. If strands are drawn tight 
weaving will be difficult and the seat hard to sit on. End at the back rail, at th: 


right corner post 


WEAVING ( from side rail to side rail ) 
Weavir 


on the top of the seat 


wz is done from side to side, from the back toward the front, and only 


Continue with the samc warping 
strand. Bring this in front of the 
post, over the rail and knot as before 


( figure 
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Then plan the design. 


on the design of the chair 


ings that are nearly square 


openings or those wider 


paired at the front; 


f 


\\ 


across the 


weaving then is easier. 


Diagonal or square patterns can be used, depending 


I 


Block or square designs are suitable for seat open 


Diagonal patterns can be used either on square 


strands that are 


Work with 


The simplest designs are woven 


front. 
over and under the same number of 
strands, as few as 6 strands (3 pairs) 
or as many as 18 strands (9 pairs). 
With less than 3 pairs, cross strands 
are difficult to force in place; a mesh 
larger than 9 pairs has long strands 
which might catch and pull as the 
chair is used. 


The second row determines the pat 
tern. For diagonal motifs, weave one 
pair to the left (or right) each row; 
for square designs, reverse each row 

Count the knots on the front rail; 
the chair illustrated has 30 knots. Us« 
a pliable stick or tongue depressors 
and try out several possible weaves. 
In Figure 24 the weave would be 
over 6 strands (3 pairs) and under 6 
strands (3 pairs). If a mesh of over 4 
used, 3 strands 


and under 4 were 


would be left to weave at each side of 
the seat (figure 25). 


A mesh of 


first tried for this 


over and under 3 was 


chair. From the 


right side rail, weave across to the left 


and make a knot on that rail. Use one 


stick 


stick to push the strand as near the 


as a heddle and a second thinner 


back rail as possible (figure 26) 


Weave back, on top of the seat. To 


start a diagonal design, count the 
warpers from near the center of the 
opening and 
left (or 


always be 


weave one pair to the 


right). The design cannot 
complete at side rails (fig 


ure 27). 


Yy Wh, 


After weaving 3 or 4 rows, if the 
mesh is too fine to force the rows 
together, take it out and try a larger 
one. In figure 28 weaving is changed 
to over 4 pairs and under 4 pairs. 
After 5 or 6 rows are woven, they 
should hold the first rows in place. 
After this as you weave each row, 
push the previous row in place. 

When you need more rope, tie ends 
together in a square knot on the 
underside of the seat (figure 29). On 
the right side the end has been tied to 
the strand with heavy thread and cov 
ered with glue to prevent fraying. The 
left end which was protected with masking tape during weaving, will be 


trimmed and fastened also. Or, if rope is 3 ply, splice ends as in figure 30, 


Warping corners 
Separate strands, one on each side, are used to fill corners. Cut lengths, 


allowing about | yard for each knot around the front rail; for this chair, 3 
yards for 3 knots 
If side rails are nearly straight, these corner strands can be fastened to each 
side rail after you have woven 6 or 8 knots. Strands can be wrapped temporarily 
around the front rail 
If side rails slant noticeably, continue side to side weaving, to the front rail. 
Follow the pattern from near the center, rather than counting at the sides, ? 
and kee p toge ther the pairs of strands 
over the front rail 


Fasten the end on the underside by 


looping through or tying to a nearby 
strand. Use strong thread to tie the 
strands. Glue the end to prevent fray 


ing (figure 41) 
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To complete a corner, insert one of 
the separate strands as far back as 
there is space for it. In figure 32 the 
end of the strand was pushed to the 
underside, in front of the back post. 


This warper strand is woven to com- 


plete the diagonal design, in this case 


over 4 and under 4. A screw driver 


or similar blunt tool is used to force 


the strands apart Continue weaving 


toward the front (figure 33). Knot 


on front rail and weave back, pairing 
this strand with the one before 

Weave toward the back, as far as 
there is space for the strand (plan to 
match the design, also)—for this 
chair, the second diagonal band from 
the back corner. Bring the strand over 
a cross strand, to the underside of the 
chair, then, bring it up to the right 
side to again continue the design 
Weave to the front and knot there 
weave back pairing the strands. Make 
a third knot in a similar way (usually 
there will be space for no more than 
5 knots) and weave as far as you can 
to complete the design (figure 35) 

Weave the second corner, also con 
tinuing the design on that side of the 
seat 

Fasten the ends on the underside of 
the seat by knotting or looping to a 
nearby strand. Tie with strong thread 
wherever necessary to secure the fas 
tening; glue the ends to prevent fray 
ing (figure 34) 


Figure 35 shows the finished seat 


Uf 
| 


Hongkong grass woven like rope 


In this method of weaving, knots 
are less firm and grass pulls apart 


more than in winding as on page 5. 
Figure 36 shows a finished seat. 
One of the pair of warping strands is 
used in weaving diagonally side to 
side. The other is not woven and 
forms the underpart of the seat (see 


figure 18) 
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HOW TO WEAVE WOOL TIE TWINE 


Chairs with deep seat rails can have seats and backs woven of wool tie twink 


Two balls of twine are needed for each. 


The old oak dining room chair in figure 38 had a slip seat and knobs on the 


front posts. The wood was given a blond finish 


Mark the center opening, as in figure 19 


Fasten the cord as in figure | 


Wrap around rails, keeping the twine straight from back to front 
strands slack rather than taut so that weaving will be easier 


cut two continuous pieces as in weaving rope, page 13 


of a side rail, near the back. Bring to 
the front, wind around the rail temp- 
orarily, and leave the bunch until side 
to side weaving is finished 


Weave side to side; the design in 
figure 37 ts in squares of 7. Weave 
the corners to complete the design 
Tack to hold ends, on the inside of 
the rail 

The completed chair is shown in 


fivure 438 


Leave 


For the corners, 


Fasten each to the inside 
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The underside is woven like the top. Tie square knots to join ends of twine 
(figure 39) 


The back can be woven like the seat (figure 40). 


HOW TO WEAVE PLASTIC CLOTHESLINE 


Paint the chair a dark color to 
accent the white clothesline. The com- 
pleted chair is shown in figure 41. 

Use a small chair (no wider than 
14 inches across the front) and buy 
100 feet of clothesline. Wind on a 


heddle (see page 5). Since there is 


no feasible way to join clothesline, the 
strands are wrapped side to side only, 
and knotted around side rails (figure 
$2). 
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